Megaesophagus in rats.
The objective of this study was to determine whether myenteric denervation of the abdominal esophagus using benzalkonium chloride (BAC) leads to esophageal achalasia with changes of the muscle propria and epithelial cell proliferation. The treatment led to megaesophagus 3 months after BAC application. Denervation of the esophagus induced muscle hypertrophy and increased epithelial cell proliferation. The imbalance of the neurotransmitters may play a role in these morphokinetic changes.